
WEMSI WEMT Classes

Classes based on the WEMSI Wil der ness EMT Cur -
ricu lum fall into four types: WEMSI- Conducted

Classes, WEMSI- Recognized Classes, non- recognized
classes, and ad ap ta tions. WEMSI con ducts classes
only at the re quest of a state or na tional gov ern ment or 
its lead search and res cue agency. Such classes help
the state or na tion de velop its own WEMT pro gram.
Most re cently, WEMSI has taught such classes for the
Irish Moun tain Res cue As so cia tion and the Mary land
In sti tute for EMS Sys tems.

Adaptations 

The WEMSI Wil der ness EMT Cur ricu lum is a com -
pre hen sive cur ricu lum for EMTs, para med ics, and

other pre hos pi tal pro fes sion als. As sum ing stu dents
have EMT and SAR train ing (see be low), the Cur ricu -
lum pro vides in ten sive train ing on Wil der ness EMS.
For cer tain situa tions, pre hos pi tal pro vid ers may not
need all of the Cur ricu lum. Or gani za tions are wel -
come to in cor po rate WEMT mod ules, or por tions, into
their train ing. 

An ex am ple is a ru ral EMS agency— their per son -
nel need to deal with de layed trans port, but not with
spe cif ics of the wil der ness en vi ron ment or search and
res cue. Or, ur ban dis as ter re sponse teams— again, cer -
tain por tions of the Cur ricu lum ap ply, oth ers don’t. Or -
gani za tions may wish to in te grate parts of the Cur ricu -
lum into their own wil der ness classes, or use it to up -
grade their train ing. SAR teams or EMS agen cies may
wish to use WEMSI WEMT mod ules for con tinu ing
edu ca tion. Some or gani za tions may want to use parts
of the Cur ricu lum for train ing out door trip lead ers. We
wel come such uses; our only re quest is for ac know -
ledge ment when the Cur ricu lum is used this way.

Non-Recognized WEMSI WEMT
Classes

The WEMSI Cur ricu lum may be used freely by any
or gani za tion or in di vid ual. An or gani za tion could

use the en tire WEMSI Cur ricu lum to mount its own
WEMT course. There is no re quire ment for spe cial per -
mis sion to do this; the Les son Plans and Course Guide
may be freely cop ied (see be low). The text book is
copy righted and will be com mer cially pub lished. Un til

the text is com mer cially pub lished, course spon sors
may ar range to get pre limi nary stu dent text ma te ri als
from WEMSI. 

WEMSI-Recognized Classes

Or gani za tions may spon sor WEMT courses based 
on the WEMSI Cur ricu lum, and, pro vided they

meet cer tain ba sic re quire ments for qual ity con trol,
may is sue WEMSI course com ple tion cer tifi cates and
patches. Stu dents in WEMSI- Recognized WEMT
classes must com plete speci fied lec tures, com plete re -
quired prac ti cal ex er cises, and suc cess fully com plete
the stan dard WEMSI writ ten and prac ti cal tests. There
is a mini mal charge for patches, cer tifi cates, and test
proc ess ing. Spon sor ing or gani za tions are re spon si ble
for all other fi nan cial ar range ments with fac ulty and
stu dents, for in struc tor se lec tion and moni tor ing, and
for qual ity con trol. 

Sev eral or gani za tions cur rently con duct WEMSI-
 recognized classes. The Cen ter for Emer gency

Medi cine of fers WEMSI WEMT classes in the Lau rel
High lands of west ern Penn syl va nia, the west ern edge
of the Ap pa la chian Moun tains. Field ex er cises are held 
in the Lau rel Moun tains. These courses are of fered
each fall on a 6-day- long ba sis, and in the spring when
there is sufficient de mand. Those wish ing to run their
own class are ad vised to at tend this, WEM SI’s premier
class. WEMSI- recognized ourses are also of fered on a
six- day- long ba sis as part of the “week long” cave res -
cue train ing of fered by East ern Re gion, Na tional Cave
Res cue Com mis sion. This train ing is held each sum -
mer, in the moun tains just south of Elkins, West Vir -
ginia. Field ex er cises are held un der ground in nearby
caves. WEMSI- recognized courses are also cur rently
of fered in north- central and south- central Penn syl va -
nia, and in Ireland.

Wilderness Command Physician
Classes

The Cen ter for Emer gency Medi cine of fers a
WEMSI Wil der ness Com mand Phy si cian class at

each fall’s west ern Penn syl va nia WEMT class. This two-
 day class is de signed for phy si cians al ready pro vid ing
medi cal di rec tion to pre hos pi tal EMS per son nel. It ac -
quaints these phy si cians with the na ture and ex tent of

Wil der ness EMT train ing, and the en vi ron mental con -
straints, long- term medi cal di rec tion, medi cal prob -
lems, and other vi cis si tudes of wil der ness EMS. The
Wil der ness Com mand Phy si cian class in cludes some
ex po sure to the field (ob serv ing Wil der ness EMT stu -
dents dur ing field ex er cises). How ever, it does not pre -
pare phy si cians to par tici pate Wil der ness EMS in the
field. Phy si cians are wel come to at tend the en tire Wil -
der ness EMT class if they wish to par tici pate in Wil der -
ness EMS in the field. WEMSI WEMT and Wil der ness
Com mand Phy si cian classes are ori ented spe cifi cally
to the needs of search and res cue teams. Phy si cians
look ing for gen eral train ing in wil der ness medi cine
should in ves ti gate the train ing of fered at the an nual
meet ings of the Wil der ness Medi cal So ci ety (P.O. Box
2463, In di an apo lis, IN 46206, 1- 317- 631- 1745), or the 
Wil der ness Life Sup port classes of fered by SOLO
(Stone hearth Open Learn ing Op por tu ni ties, RFD 1
Box 163, Con way, NH 03818, 1- 603- 447- 6711).

Wilderness EMS Rotation

In con junc tion with the Mercy Hos pi tal of Pitts -
burgh’s Emer gency De part ment and East ern Re -

gion, Na tional Cave Res cue Com mis sion, WEMSI of -
fers a one- month ro ta tion in Wil der ness EMS. It is spe -
cifi cally de signed for sec ond- and third- year resi dents
in emer gency medi cine. The ro ta tion pre pares the resi -
dent to be come a medi cal di rec tor for a wil der ness
search and res cue team. It is of fered in con junc tion
with the spring and fall WEMSI west ern Penn syl va nia
WEMT classes. Fur ther in for ma tion is avail able from:
Of fice of Medi cal Edu ca tion and Re search, Mercy
Hos pi tal of Pitts burgh, Mercy Hos pi tal of Pitts burgh,
1400 Lo cust Street, Pitts burgh, PA 15219- 5166, 1- 412-
 232- 8035.

Search and Rescue Prerequisite

A pre req ui site for WEMSI- Conducted WEMT
Classes is cer ti fi ca tion to the Vir ginia Ground

Search and Res cue Field Team Mem ber stan dards or
equiva lent SAR train ing. The Vir ginia GSAR stan dards
are avail able from the Vir ginia De part ment of Emer -
gency Serv ices, 310 Turner Road, Rich mond, VA
23225- 6491. The Na tional Cave Res cue Com mis sion
Ori en ta tion to Cave Res cue class is ac cept able as well. 



Stu dents with EMT but not SAR train ing may ful fill the
SAR pre req ui site by at tend ing SAR ori en ta tion classes of -
fered im me di ate ly bef ore each WEMSI- Conducted WEMT 
class. Sudents may ob tain NCRC Ori en ta tion to Cave Res -
cue cer ti fi ca tion by at tend ing the two days prior to the
East ern Re gion NCRC WEMT class. For the spring and fall
west ern Penn syl va nia WEMT classes, stu dents may at tend
a Ba sic Wil der ness Res cue class con ducted by the Al le -
gheny Moun tain Res cue Group of the Ap pa la chian Search 
and Res cue Con fer ence (a Moun tain Res cue As so cia tion
team). This class is of fered on a week end shortly bef ore the 
WEMT class.

Freely Usable

The Les son Plans and Course Guide in clude the fol low -
ing no tice: This Les son Plan was cre ated and ed ited by

mem bers of a Pro ject Task Group, and ap proved by the Edi -
to rial Board, of the ASRC-CEM WEMSI. It may be re pro -
duced by any means, with out writ ten per mis sion, if it is re -
pro duced in whole, in clud ing this copy right no tice. It may
be used by any per son for any use, pub li c, pri vate, or com -
mer cial. The WEMSI, its Task Group, Edi to rial Board, and
Staff have at tempted to as sure that all ma te rial herein is ac -
cu rate, but can ac cept no re spon si bil ity for its use. All care
ren dered by WEMTs must be at the di rec tion of a li censed
phy si cian and ac cord ing to ap pli ca ble laws and regu la tions.

WEMSI

The ASRC- CEM Wil der ness Emer gency Medi cal Serv -
ices In sti tute, pre vi ously named the Wil der ness Emer -

gency Medi cine Cur ricu lum De vel op ment Pro ject, is de -
voted to de vel op ing cur ric ula for wil der ness EMS pro vid -
ers and medi cal con trol phy si cians, fos ters wil der ness EMS 
re search, and pro vides a model Wil der ness EMS sys tem in
the mid- Appalachian states. It is a co op era tive ven ture of
the Ap pa la chian Search and Res cue Con fer ence and the
Cen ter for Emer gency Medi cine of West ern Penn syl va nia.
The ASRC is a large, tightly- knit wil der ness search and res -
cue or gani za tion with eight teams through out the mid-
 Appalachian states. The Cen ter for Emer gency Medi cine is 
an emer gency medi cine and pre hos pi tal care re search
and teach ing or gani za tion. It pro vides a medi cal heli cop -
ter serv ice, an emer gency medi cine resi dency, Emer gency 

Medi cal Serv ices for Pitts burgh, and con ducts re lated proj -
ects.

The WEMSI Wilderness EMT Curriculum

In con cert with a text book, the Cur ricu lum has been in
de vel op ment since 1986, and took as its start ing point a

pro gram Dr. Keith Conover de vel oped for the Na tional As -
so cia tion for Search and Res cue in 1980. The Pro ject has
also drawn on other sources. These in clude the Wil der -
ness EMT pro gram of fered by SOLO (Stone hearth Open
Learn ing Op por tu ni ties), the WEMT pro gram de vel oped
by Wil der ness Medi cal As so ci ates for the Na tional As so -
cia tion for Search and Res cue, and the Win ter Emer gency
Care Course of the Na tional Ski Pa trol. The Wil der ness
Medi cal Socie ty’s edu ca tional and re search pub li ca tions
pro vide needed back ground for the Cur ricu lum. The Na -
tional As so cia tion of EMS Phy si cians has pub lished clini cal 
guide lines for de layed/pro longed trans port that ap ply to
WEMTs. With its pre req ui sites, this Cur ricu lum com plies
with the Wil der ness Pre hos pi tal Emer gency Care cur ricu -
lum es tab lished by the Wil der ness Medi cal So ci ety. The
cur ricu lum is competency- based rather than hours- based,
but can be com peted in roughly five in ten sive days. The
cur ricu lum also pro vides a check list of rec om mended
clini cal train ing.

The fol low ing ad di tional free bro chures are avail able
from the Cen ter for Emer gency Medi cine of West ern
Penn syl va nia, 230 McKee Place, Suite 500, Pitts burgh, PA
2015213- 4904, 1- 412- 578- 3203, wemsi+@pitt.edu:

❏ a cur rent sched ule of WEMSI- Recognized classes

❏ “The Wil der ness EMS In sti tute”

❏ “The Wil der ness EMT Cur ricu lum”

❏ “Wil der ness EMT Docu ments” (or der form)
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